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advice is irresponsible and imprudent. During
consideration of the Pension Protection Act of
2006, many of my colleagues were well in-
tended with respect to ensuring that if workers
were to receive investment advice with respect
to their retirement savings, it would be inde-
pendent. Despite their good intentions, the
process of the bill’'s consideration created a
statutory loophole; at the end of the regulatory
process, conflicted advice could be offered to
workers.

In lieu of exposing workers to conflicted in-
vestment advice, CIAPA would permit inde-
pendent investment advisers to provide advice
to workers regarding their retirement goals.
Furthermore, it would maintain the allowance
of the computer model arrangement so long
as an independent expert or agency certifies
the model.

| strongly encourage my colleagues to co-
sponsor and support the Conflicted Investment
Advice Prohibition Act of 2009.
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Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize and pay tribute to
the contributions of Parent Teacher Associa-
tions (PTA) and Parent Teacher Student Asso-
ciations (PTSA) in Northern Virginia. These
associations serve a critical role in helping to
provide the best possible educational environ-
ment for our students.

Schools located throughout Northern Vir-
ginia are consistently recognized as being
among the very best in our country. | strongly
believe one factor in the excellent education
received by our students is the high level of
involvement and encouragement provided by
parents through PTAs and PTSAs. Parent vol-
unteers exist in a number of capacities within
each school ranging from providing planning
and implementation help for social events to
helping ensure that teachers have the class-
room resources they need to succeed.

The Northern Virginia District PTA rep-
resents a region with more than 220 schools.
Maintaining a healthy and strong organization
is an important part of allowing these groups
to have the greatest possible impact on the
students they serve. To encourage such
strength, it is important to note the individual
PTAs that excel in this mission.

| am pleased to present the following rec-
ognitions for 2008—-2009 school year:

PTA Schools of Excellence designations
have been awarded to the Lake Anne Elemen-
tary School PTA and Lake Braddock Sec-
ondary School PTSA.

The PTAs at Mantua Elementary School
and Oakton Elementary School were acknowl-
edged by the National Parent Teacher Asso-
ciation for their outstanding participation in
Take Your Family to School Week.

Eight schools have achieved a PTA mem-
bership level exceeding one member per stu-
dent attending the school. Those associations
are Chesterbrook Elementary PTA, Falls
Church Elementary PTA, Flint Hill Elementary
PTA, Haycock Elementary PTA, Langley High
School PTSA, Nottingham Elementary PTA,
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Waynewood Elementary PTA, and Wolftrap
Elementary PTA. All members involved should
recognize that these remarkably high levels of
parental involvement suggest a strong commit-
ment to ensure a quality public education with-
in our school systems.

The growth and expansion of PTAs is an
important part of sustaining the impact of the
associations. The Virginia PTA provided a
charter for the Quander Road School PTSA in
Alexandria. Kelly Greenwood, who serves as
President of Quander Road School PTSA, and
the school’s principal, William Files, should be
commended for their efforts to engage parents
to participate in this association’s founding.

Of particular note are the contributions of
three individuals to their respective schools’
PTAs: Kristen Arseneau, of Terra Centre Ele-
mentary School PTA, was awarded the District
Outstanding Achievement Award;

Sue Bernstein, of Hollin Meadows Elemen-
tary PTA, has been named District Volunteer
of the Year for Primary Schools;

Robin Harris, of George C. Marshall High
School PTSA, was named District Volunteer of
the Year for Secondary Schools.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
with me in recognizing the outstanding
achievements of these individuals and the or-
ganizations with which they work. Dedicated
involvement from so many parents reflects a
strong commitment to public education and
community service that students in our
schools are fortunate to experience. | offer my
strong support for these organizations and
their dedicated volunteers.

———
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Mr. TANNER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to remember our friend and former colleague
William “Bill” Orton, who served with distinc-
tion in this chamber from 1991 to 1997. | had
the great honor of serving alongside Bill and
working closely with him in the early days of
the Blue Dog Coalition.

During his time in this body and—before
that, working in the executive branch—Bill
proved himself to be thoughtful and honorable,
and those of us who had the pleasure to serve
with him know that he entered public service
for the right reasons. He cared deeply about
the future of this country and understood the
importance of ensuring fiscal sustainability for
the generations of Americans who come after
us.

Betty Ann and |, along with many others in
Congress and across our country, were deeply
saddened to learn of Bil's passing. Our
thoughts and prayers are with Bill's wife Jac-
quelyn and their sons Will and Wesley during
this difficult time.

Madam Speaker, we appreciate you and our
colleagues joining us to remember Bill's serv-
ice to our nation and offer our condolences to
his family and to all Utahns.
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Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, | stand
in this hall that is a symbol for the world of our
country’s freedom. Americans have fought and
paid the ultimate price for this nation and the
freedoms we value so deeply.

That is why it is such an honor for me to
stand before you today Madam Speaker, be-
cause today | am standing to say thank you
and to cheer from the gallery for the world to
hear—All hail the men and women of the
United States Navy and all hail the brave men
of the Navy SEALs.

For all the flags we fly and yellow ribbons
we tie, for all the times we stand in support of
the job carried out by our service men and
women. Rarely does a moment come when
we as a nation get a chance to thank these in-
dividuals whose duty and job it is to go far be-
yond the limits and demands of a normal sol-
dier.

Rare is the chance this nation gets to see
and understand exactly how good these men
are at their job, till now.

On Wednesday April 8th a crew of pirates
took hostage an unarmed American merchant
ship. Captured was Captain Richard Phillips
and for 5 days this Sea Captain was held at
gun point on a small boat drifting at sea.

On Easter Sunday after many days of un-
rest, a team of Navy SEALs were sent in to
rescue Captain Phillips. It only took 3 shots
from sniper rifles and a matter of minutes for
the SEALs to disable all the 3 pirates on the
ship and free Captain Phillips.

These brave Navy SEALs take the responsi-
bility to continuously put themselves in the
thick of the most dangerous situations the
world presents. These SEALs risk their lives to
protect Americans and they do it not for their
gain and not for glory. They do it out of love
for a country and fellow Americans.

In 1962, President John F. Kennedy stood
before this nation and talked about the ever
changing world that we lived in, how war itself
was changing and in order for this country to
continue to thrive and protect its own interests
this country needed to establish a small, elite
military force that could conduct covert mis-
sions and battle unconventional warfare. To
that end the United States created one of the
most highly trained and skilled unit in our
armed forces, the Navy SEALs.

A SEAL spends two years training in the
harshest conditions simply for the right to do
this job. A SEAL’s life is one of just being a
step ahead of death. These brave men begin
a mission and all too often only their failures
are ever known.

An opportunity for this nation to stop and
thank these SEALs for all that they have done
does not come around that often and | for one
am glad that today | get this chance.

We need more people like these SEALs in
this country, people who are willing to put this
nation first and their petty differences aside for
the greater good.

We need more people in this country who
are willing to stand for all that is right and hon-
orable in this world and be willing to defend
those that are weak, held down or scared to
fight for themselves.
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